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Welcome to All About Dance Academy
1701 Market Street
Pocomoke, Maryland

On behalf of myself, and the staff at All About Dance, we want to welcome you to
our studio and thank you for bringing your dancer to us! We are thrilled to be starting
our NINTH year at AAD and are grateful for you wanting to be a part of our family.
This handbook is a resource to help you and your dancer succeed at our dance
studio. If something is not covered, or if you have any questions or concerns, please
do not hesitate to ask. We are here first and foremost to help you and your dancer
succeed and grow at our studio.

Sincerely,
Kari Colona Hall
Owner of All About Dance Academy

www.allaboutdanceacademy.com
allaboutdanceacademy@aol.com
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A little about All About Dance
All About Dance is an established dance studio in the Pocomoke area that offers dance instruction in various
styles to ages ranging from 2.5-adult.

Our Mission

A studio where everyone has a chance to dancel!...

This is exactly what we strive for at All About Dance. Our first mission is to provide the highest quality dance
instruction to allow students the opportunity to grow and develop into well rounded, technically strong, and
appreciative dancers. Our second mission is to build confidence and self-esteem, enforce a strong value
system, and provide an environment that will nurture growth and development for every dancer. In order to
make the most of your experience at All About Dance, we highly encourage dancers to attend classes
consistently and to come with a positive attitude and hard work ethic. We look forward to watching your dancer
grow at our studio.

Class Descriptions

Acrobatic Arts- In this class dancers will learn a style of acrobatic dancing. Back and leg flexibility is a main
focus in Acro classes along with strength and power tumbling skills. These skills include: handstands,
cartwheels, front limbers, front and back walkovers, front and back hand springs, side aerials, front aerials.
Teacher is a certified acrobatics instructor in Modules 1 & 2.

Ballet- Ballet is the fundamental of all dance styles. We will focus on leg placement, balance, and technique.
We start with barre work and floor exercises including center floor and across the floor combinations that are
age appropriate. Ballet is a Core Class and required enroliment for participation in The Nutcracker.

Tap -Tap is a form of dance by using the shoe, as well as the floor, as a percussive instrument. Students will
learn both rhythm tap (focuses more on music and rhythms) and Broadway tap (focuses more on dance), as
well as musicality and timing.



Jazz- Students will be trained in both technique and honing their skills while learning the true form of jazz.
Dancers will perform to a variety of music including Pop, Broadway, and even Instrumental. Jazz is a core
class.

Lyrical - Lyrical dance encourages dancers to be versatile in their expressions, being able to portray a wide
array of movement styles and emotion. It focuses on spacial and body awareness, use of body weight, floor
work, leaps, turns, efficiency of muscle usage, and safe body alignment.

Hip Hop- This class is a favorite among many of our students. This class focuses more on street style and
freestyle. It includes intricate movement that is styled to age appropriate music

Pointe/Pre-Pointe- Students 11 and older with strong ballet technique, sufficient core strength, ankle strength
and alignment can be recommended by the Ballet Teacher to go on to study ‘en pointe’. Maturity, attendance,
commitment, work ethic and attitude play a significant role in consideration for pointe. Pre-Pointe study may
begin at age 9.

Our drop off policy is for parents to wait outside on the sidewalk with their child, until their child is called
into the lobby to prepare for class. Parents may then enter the lobby to watch class on our CCTV once an
assistant allows you in. You are not required to stay with your child. For Dismissal, Preschool and elementary
aged children will be dismissed at the front door to their parent who will be waiting for them on the sidewalk. We
will send separate instructions for classes that are held in Studio B. Junior High and High School aged dancers
must wait inside until they see their ride has arrived. If you should be running late please contact me at
410-603-9372.

Tuition Rates: All About Dance Academy uses a monthly tuition schedule that covers 10 months of dance from
the start of September to the recital in June. The Total amount of this Monthly tuition fee is based on the number
of regular class hours a dancer spends in instruction each week and and are calculated in 10 even payments.
There are no refunds for tuition or fees, or credits for missed classes. New students at our dance studio who
begin after the first lesson of the month will pay a prorated amount of tuition for that first month only.

Class rates are reduced when bundled together.

Payment: Tuition is due at the beginning of the month. ALL accounts must have a card on file that will
be auto drafted on the 10th of the month. If you want to pay prior to the 10th it can be paid via cash,
check or with card online through our Dance Studio Pro Software.

Checks can be made out to: All About Dance

Check transactions that are declined will be charged a $20 fee.

***A 10% discount will be given to families with more than one child enrolled in dance classes***

Interested in Paying the Year in Full?

Balance of full-year's tuition due October 1st.

Payment must be received via CASH or CHECK only to receive 5% discount on tuition

If full-year payment is not received by October 1st, then the discount will no longer be applied.

Additional Fees:



Costumes will be rented for the Holiday Performances and purchased for the Spring Recital. Costume Fees
are in addition to monthly tuition and payment must be made before the costume is ordered. If
payment is not made by the order date, the parent/guardian will be required to pay for rush shipping.

Students may require more than 1 costume, but will be limited to exclude unnecessary charges. Costumes will be
selected carefully and ordered by the director. Please keep in mind that these costumes are not custom fit for
your child, so we will measure your child accurately and order the appropriate size. Because of the long
lead-time, costume sizes cannot be changed once the order has been placed.

If a dancer is in more than one class they will need to purchase additional costumes.

Due Dates for Costume Fees are listed below:
Nutcracker Rental Fee & Parade Costume IF APPLICABLE — Due in October
Year End Recital Costumes — Due in February & March

Spring Recital Costume Price Estimate: Approximately $75 per costume. Please know that | keep parent’s
budgets in mind when choosing costumes, and try to keep it as affordable as possible. Included in the Costume
Fee is the Spring Recital Fee, which covers the rental of venue, recital tights (if applicable), 2 free parent tickets,
and an award in June.

No refunds will be given for costumes once the order has been placed.

Registration $30.00 per dancer. Max of 3 registration fees per family.
* The registration fee is due at registration time.
» The paid registration fee will reserve the dancer's spot in the classes selected.

Recital Dates:

The Nutcracker: December 13 & 14

Spring Recital: June 13. Dress Rehearsal at UMES: June 12th in the afternoon.
Location: University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Address: 11868 College Backbone Rd, Princess Anne, MD 21853

AAD Calendar Dates - AAD reserves the right to change calendar dates if necessary. Please check the AAD
website for up-to-date info on holiday closures and important studio dates.

Class Schedule

For an up-to-date class schedule visit our website for more information. Please note: Classes are assigned
according to age. Dancers must fall within the posted ages of the class by September 1st.

There is always room for advancements per teacher and directors discretion.

Wait list of full classes

If a dancer desires to take a particular class and that class is full, the student will be placed on a wait list. It is at
the studios discretion to fill classes. As soon as a spot becomes available in that class, the student will be
notified, and they can then begin taking classes in that desired class and time slot.



Class Attire & Footwear
Ballet: Pink or Black leotard, skirt, pink tights, pink ballet shoes, and hair secured neatly back in a bun. For
male ballet dancers: Form Fitting White Tshirt, Black pants, black ballet shoes.

Pre-Pointe & Pointe: Solid color leotard, pink tights, Pointe shoes, hair secured neatly back in a bun. Students
need to wear skirts. If students are not dressed correctly, they will be asked to sit and watch the class. Pointe
shoes must be sewn completely. Tights must be worn over the feet; no jewelry.

Acro: All students must have a leotard, and dance shorts due to the teacher being able to spot them correctly.
If wearing tights, they must be footless. Their hair must be tied back and out of their face

All other classes: There are no other specific requirements for any other class. We just ask that every dancer
wears appropriate clothing and wears tighter clothes that they can move easily and comfortably in. Tights and
leotards are preferred, but dancers can wear athletic clothing as well. Hair must be tied back and out of their
face. * Please feel free to ask any staff member on any question regarding specific class attire.

Tap Shoes: Black Tap Shoes. No Splot Soles
Jazz Shoes: Tan leather slip on
Lyrical Shoes: Canvas half sole shoes such as Capezio Pirouette. Pay extra attention to the sizing.

HipHop Shoes: Clean tennis shoes that are designated for in studio wear only. Help us keep our studio clean.

CODE OF CONDUCT:

BE RESPECTFUL AND AGE APPROPRIATE.
We expect for our dancers to uphold age appropriate and respectful behavior at all times.

Blaming, criticizing, correcting, bullying, and engaging in name calling or physical violence with fellow dancers —
despite whether or not you intend such behaviors with malice — WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. This applies to
parents and dancers.

If your actions are deemed inappropriate and disrespectful and do not coincide with this organization's
guidelines you will be denied participation in this studio

ETIQUETTE AND BEHAVIOR

In class and rehearsals, dancers must be fully engaged in executing the material being taught or reviewed.
Talking, playing, sitting, cell phones and bad attitudes or other behavior disruptive to the class is prohibited. A
dancer will be asked to sit out for the remainder of the class.

Any person (student or parent) representing All About Dance Academy will not speak negatively about our
company, dancers, or those dancers and companies that we may come in contact with at performances,
competitions, or other events.

Creating a climate of positivity is imperative to building strong dancers and a strong company.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION
Should a student become disruptive in class, the Teacher/Director has the right to remove him/her from class.
The student will be allowed back into class at the Teacher/Director’s discretion. We do not tolerate any form of



disrespect from any student or parent at All About Dance. We reserve the right to have individuals removed for
being disrespectful, rude, threatening or creating conflict.

If a dancer or dancer’s parent violates or disregards any conditions listed in the Code of Conduct removal from
the studio will be considered.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Please remember that your anonymity on Social Media is never guaranteed and to exercise particular caution
when posts, images, or videos identify children in your care.

e Any comments or posts perceived to be obscene, defamatory, threatening, harassing, discriminatory or
hateful towards SDC staff, students or families may subject the poster to disciplinary or legal action.

e Should you wish to engage on Social Media while identifying as a studio dancer, parent volunteer, or
employee, you may only do so with integrity, respect, and adhere to privacy and confidentiality policy.
Any content revealing or referring to sensitive studio information is not allowed to be shared online.

e |Intellectual property laws (for example, costume design and choreography), must be observed by all
studio patrons when posting online. This includes but not limited to manuals, forms, handbooks, and
syllabus, etc.

e While affiliated with our studio, (for example, images of your child inside SDC or wearing SDC clothing)
we will not tolerate any posts that are racially, sexually, physically or religiously offensive.

e All matters pertaining directly to the studio — whether it be fees, scheduling, placements or performance
opportunities — may not be communicated via Social Media. We have an open door policy and
encourage all communication, complaints and feedback to be communicated to the owner directly.

e |dentifying information of any featured minors — including full names and ages — must be removed when
posting on Social Media.

Performances:

All dances, including solos, duets and trios — choreographed by All About Dance Academy and its instructors
are the property of the studio and are not to be performed without consent and permission of Kari Colona Hall
and the choreographer.

Communication:

Please provide us with an email address that you check regularly as we
communicate via email regarding important studio matters.
If you are not receiving these emails, let the front desk know right away.

If your home address, phone number, or email address changes throughout the dance year, please inform us
immediately so we may update our files. The studio posts important signs throughout the year on our notice
boards about studio matters. It is the responsibility of all parents to check these notices regularly.The studio
has an active Facebook page. We encourage you to “Like” All About Dance Academy page to stay up to date
with studio events. Make sure to request to be added to our private Parent group on Facebook as well. You may
contact the studio by phone or text at 4106039372 or by email at allaboutdanceacademy@aol.com

Class Cancellations

Should weather conditions make it unsafe for dancers to travel to class, the studio will cancel classes
through Robo-Text and post a notice on the Parent Facebook Group. Credits or refunds on Monthly
Tuition will not be made for bad weather.



GENERAL POLICIES

e Families who do not comply with their fee or costume payment obligations will be charged a late fee,
and/or excluded from class/performances. External debt collection may occur when fees remain overdue
and this will be at the expense of the client. Costume expenses are the responsibility of the parent, and
costumes will not be issued to students with unpaid costume fees.

e Students who need to drop a class can do so through the parent portal. In order to not be charged for
the next month, parents need to make sure the drop occurs prior to the 10th of the month. Anyone
needing assistance with dropping a class should email allaboutdanceacademy@aol.com with information
regarding the need to drop. This email needs to be sent prior to the 1st to avoid being charged monthly
tuition. There will be no refunds.

e No classes (including private lessons) or teachers are to be disturbed unless it is an emergency. Parents
are not to approach teachers or students during class and if messages or food/drink/medication needs
to be passed on to a student, it must be done through a staff member. All parents must wait in the
waiting area or outside of the studios until classes have been dismissed. Please take any crying siblings
outside.

e We are unable to take responsibility for our students before or after their scheduled classes and it is the
responsibility of the parent to ensure their child is picked up and dropped off in a timely manner. In the
case of an emergency or unavoidable delay, please contact the studio immediately to inform us of the
situation so we can keep your child calm and safe until they can be collected.

e Any questions or complaints must go through the office manager. Personal meetings with the studio
director can happily be arranged via email.

e In the rare case of a parent or student showing disrespect or defamation to any parent, staff member, or
student, a meeting will be called immediately and dismissal may be considered at the discretion of the
Director. Physical, mental, emotional or cyber bullying by parents, staff or students will not be tolerated
and may result in dismissal from the studio. (See Code of Conduct)

e All About Dance Academy takes no responsibility for any stolen or misplaced property on the studio
premises and we encourage our families to avoid bringing valuable items into the studio where possible.

e Adults and siblings must remain in the waiting area during class. Parents can observe inside class during
designated observation events only.

e |t may be necessary for instructors to place hands on the student for proper placement and correction of
body alignment, choreography and instructional purposes as well as spotting skills & body assessment.
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